Biodiversity is a "hot" topic that has recently spawned much interest in the popular and scientific press and in Washington. Part of the reason for this interest has been the fear among scientists and laypersons that we are going to be con-fronted with a mass extinction event driven by human encroachment on the biosphere. The magnitude of the problem, however, is very difficult to assess as it is difficult to deter-mine when and if a particular species, or group of species, is going to go extinct. These considerations provide the back-drop and motivation for Brian Maurer's book Geographical population analysis, which is one of a series of books edited by John Lawton and Gene Likens for Blackwell Scientific Publications entitled Methods in Ecology. The books in this series are intended to provide an overview of new and emerging techniques that can be applied to ecological problems. In the case of Geographical population analysis, this entails analytical techniques for assessing the status of a species by analyzing patterns of distribution and abundance over its en-tire geographic range.
pecially in the manakin and bird-of-paradise chapters. One of the few disappointments in the descriptive chapters is the lack of comparisons in evolutionary trends among groups, a topic that would have been appropriate for a summary chapter.
Finally, although the author is careful to give information about male mating behaviors and size and color dimorphism between the sexes, little attention is given to female mating behaviors.
Overall, this book will make a welcome addition to an ornithologist's and/or evolutionary biologist's reference li- Biodiversity is a "hot" topic that has recently spawned much interest in the popular and scientific press and in Washington. Part of the reason for this interest has been the fear among scientists and laypersons that we are going to be confronted with a mass extinction event driven by human encroachment on the biosphere. The magnitude of the problem, however, is very difficult to assess as it is difficult to determine when and if a particular species, or group of species, is going to go extinct. These considerations provide the back- In essence, what this book presents is an overview of a grab bag of analytical techniques that have been working their way into the ecological literature over the last decade or so; and, in particular, the book presents them as they might be applied to a study of the geographical distribution of species. The techniques presented include, among others, variogram analysis, interpolation through kriging, fractal analysis, dynamical systems theory, and information theory as applied to time series. Each of these techniques is quite complex as a topic alone and obviously can only be dealt with superficially in a book of 130 pages. This is perhaps a weakness of the book that may restrict its utility to an audience of readers that has some prior experience with these techniques. This weakness is exacerbated in a few places through editorial errors and insufficient information. 
